
The craftsmanship of precious metal products 

really depends on òpolishingó which is 

the finishing touch. Mr. Stephen M Goldsmith 

has 40 years in his career, one of the very few 

top quality polisherõs of England.  Mainly silver 

& gold items, his shining career proves the  

clients' reliance on his skill. 

 

Prince Charles and Princess Diana's wedding  

presentõs, Princess Diana and Queen mother's 

inscription plates on their coffinõs,  

Queen Elizabeth's tea pot, the mace in the 

House of Parliament, many  trophies of football 

and rugby's world cup, masters golf, Wimble-

don tennis etc. 

 

Stephen also restored the wine cistern in the 

Tower of London , which was made in 1830. 

About 1.5m across, could hold 144 bottles of 

wine, & it took 11 days to restore the very large 

piece.  

 

In Stephen's workshop, gold & silver items 

shine like a mirror. Surfaces are really smooth, 

& felt dewy to the touch.  

First of all the working process, is to remove 

the roughness of the silver surface by rubbing 

his finger with pumice powder  mixed with 

vegetable oil.  

Stephen's finger nails are black with wax which also 

stains can't clean them any more!", he smiled.  

 

Then he puts the round brush or mop on the 

buffing machine, polishes the piece lengthwise, then 

sideways. When it finished, checks the surface really 

carefully with a loupe so the piece has no little scratches 

on it. òI wasn't an academic but practical,. 

Stephen went to the Rochester College of Art in Kent, 

South East of England when he was 15 years old. 

He studied all kinds of the craft, including Silversmithing, 

engraving etc for 1 year. Then 3 years day release. 

 

At first he wanted to be a silversmith, but according 

to the teacher's advise, he became an apprentice of a 

silver polisher'. 

òI had to call my Master  òmasteró all other Craftsmen 

were 'mister'. I was the only one apprentice, & called 'a 

Boy' ó.  

The first lesson was a set of 10 dishes. The master pol-

ishes just the one, then I had to  polish the other nine 

exactly the same as the master did. Then goblets etc, 

things became bigger and three-dimensional.  

Finally, he was given a set of 120 spoons, forks and 

knives.  òIt was hard days, but I was sure that I made the 

right choice .  

 

When you polish the furni-

ture and shoes, then they 

became beautiful, you feel 

satisfied don't you?  

The same feeling happens 

inside of me when I work.  

 

After 4 years apprentice-

ship, he worked for the  

Stuart Devlin then the Royal 

warrant holder "Garrardõs" 

"in London. 

Then established his own 

company òSMGó in 2003. 

Now he also tutors at  

Birmingham City University (The Jewellery School) and 

works in the Theo Fennellõs bespoke jewellery workshop 

in Chelsea in London. & is also a judge for Goldsmiths 

Hall. 

òI want to work as long as possible as a gold & silver  

polisheró . 

My clients admire  my skillõs  & sometimes say òI am the  

best in the worldó.  

I'm so pleased and that's why I can't stop! 

www.goldpolishing.co.uk  

Yomiuri Japanõs Biggest Newspaper 

Article by Tomoko Minamizaki 

www.goldpolishing.co.uk   

http://www.goldpolishing.co.uk

